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May 2016 ESWA Newsletter
A Message from ESWA's President
Dear Writers,
The writer William Nicholson, who wrote the screenplays
for Shadowlands, Gladiator, Les Miserable and
Elizabeth: the Golden Age, attributed much of his
success in developing his writing craft to being an avid reader. He’s one of the
most quoted writers on the internet, and well known for writing, "We read to
know that we are not alone.”
Fear of being alone stems from a primal need for connection and a sense of
belonging. And the life of a writer can be a lonely place. Our hope is the ESWA
will help you shake the sense of isolation that some writers feel. There are
other writers out there and opportunities for connecting with them. It may be in
person at one of our monthly meetings, at one of our workshops, through one
of our Facebook groups or through this newsletter. I was excited to meet over a
dozen writers I’d never met before at writing events in April, and got some new
ideas about blogging at the Salisbury Writers Meetup.
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Nothing stirs creativity like engaging with like-minded people. Please consider
joining the conversations at our monthly events and sharing your thoughts or
support each other in our one of our Facebook groups.
ESWA Facebook Group for Writers
ESWA Facebook Group Social Media for Writers
Kindest regards,
Mindie

Member News & Opportunities
Call for BTO Session Proposals
If you’d like to be considered to teach a session at Bay to Ocean Writers
Conference 2017, please submit a proposal by May 15th to Speaker Liaison
Ann Wilson at baytooceanconference2017@gmail.com. Include the session
title, a brief description of the session, the writing level (if appropriate) of your
attendees, a brief bio including your publications, teaching experience, and
contact information for references from conferences where you have presented.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Ann Wilson
https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=946181
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Mala Burt
Speaker Liaisons, BTO 2017

MEMBER IN THE NEWS
Cat & Mouse Press, a small independent publisher located in Lewes, DE, has
received three ﬁrst-place awards from Delaware Press Association. The awards
were for Children’s Fiction (A Lewes ABC); Short Stories, Collection (Beach
Days); and General Nonﬁction (How to Write Winning Short Stories). All three
entries will go on to the national competition. Information on these books and
where they can be purchased is available on the Cat & Mouse Press website at
www.catandmousepress.com.

Lower Shore writers to gather

Let’s talk food! Come hear from food writer (and ESWA board member) Denise
Clemons. Denise has been writing her column "Cape Flavors" for the Cape
Gazette newspaper since 2005. That’s a lot of recipes...
Please join us Friday, May 20 at 6 PM at The Globe in Berlin, MD.

Spotlight on Ron Sauder, publisher and
ESWA President-elect
https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=946181
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ESWA President-elect
When I asked Ron to do an interview for our newsletter, he didn’t really think
there was much interesting about him to report. Think again, Ron. It’s funny
how we all think we aren’t that interesting, but when we drill down further, we
begin to see how wrong we were. Read about this man who is now, and will
continue to be, a good leader and steward for our association.
—Bonnie Feldstein, editor
Who are you, Ron Sauder?
A Native Virginian who hasn’t lived in the state for 33 years; adopted
Marylander. My wife and I have one daughter and one son; between them, they
and their spouses have three daughters and three sons. They all live in
Pennsylvania, and we love to visit them whenever possible. We head across
the bridge frequently on weekends.

What you like to do?
I am a reader, writer, editor, and publisher –
though for the last two years, the latter two seem
to have won out over the ﬁrst two. People ask
me all the time why I became a publisher. It’s like
trying to ﬁgure out a problem in 3-D chess, every
day. Just when you’ve got an editorial problem
licked, you have a distribution issue. Solve that,
and there’s a new marketing opportunity. You get
your ad placed, and right on deadline, you get ﬁles back for a new book. The
design is brilliant but the pages have been set for 6 x 9 instead of 5.5 x 8.5. It’s
endless, unpredictable, and fun – 99 percent of the time. Concepts are
everything, but details can kill you.
I’ve been a book lover my whole life, so it was natural to try to make books. My
happiest childhood memory was going to the Warwick public library (in Newport
News); coming home with a bag full of Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew mysteries;
plopping down on the living room ﬂoor and devouring them at once. Before
Netﬂix invented binge watching, public libraries served up binge reading.
In my childhood innocence I had not a clue at the time, but Warwick was the
https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=946181
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In my childhood innocence I had not a clue at the time, but Warwick was the
home town of the brilliant novelist William Styron. Years later, I became a huge
admirer of his work, like so many other fans, and actually had the chance to
interview and write about him for the Richmond Times-Dispatch.
My wife and I moved to Salisbury from Atlanta in 2013 when she accepted a
position as chair of the Department of Natural Sciences at the University of
Maryland Eastern Shore. I began my career a long, long time ago as a reporter
for the Times-Dispatch, covering a wide range of beats in the state bureau
system. Higher education was my favorite. After leaving journalism, I spent
most of my career working in university communications at two of the country’s
great research universities and academic health centers, Johns Hopkins in
Baltimore and Emory in Atlanta.
Like many, I have found the Eastern Shore a welcome respite from life in high
gear. It took a while to slow down and get adjusted. We can sit on our deck and
watch the bald eagles and osprey ﬁsh in the Wicomico River. Life unfolds at its
own pace. It’s good.
How did you come to ESWA and why you wanted to serve as our
President-elect?
I think the ﬁrst time I ever heard of ESWA was through the Delmarva Review.
Sitting in my living room in Salisbury one night two years ago, I stumbled
across DR on the Internet. After downloading the latest issue on Kindle, I found
a very affecting poem about a man ﬂying home at night to visit his dying father.
Curious about the author, one William Peak, I turned to the contributor’s blurbs
in the back. I was intrigued to learn he had written an unpublished novel. So I
tracked him down, at the Talbot County public library. The rest, as they say, is
history. That book, an historical novel of the Dark Ages, was called The
Oblate’s Confession. Now many other authors and titles have followed. Secant
Publishing has become very successful I am grateful to say. The Eastern
Shore, in short, is loaded with talent. Some of it is visible. Some of it is hidden,
awaiting discovery. I am a great fan of authors. In fact, I am in awe of authors. It
is such a hard and lonely thing to do, writing a book. When it gets published, it
just might change your life. What a thrill to be part of that.
ESWA has accomplished a lot. There is so much more to do. The Bay to
Ocean Conference and the Delmarva Review are our most publicly visible
https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=946181
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Ocean Conference and the Delmarva Review are our most publicly visible
activities. But I think the informal education and networking that occurs between
members in a variety of settings, both formal and informal, is the heart of
ESWA and the reason ESWA really matters. Singly, we bookish people sitting
alone at our keyboards can be odd ducks. Together, we form quite a wonderful
ﬂock.
There are many things ESWA can do to bring in more members, support their
talent, increase their success. We can become better partners with libraries,
booksellers, schools, colleges and universities – for the beneﬁt of our members
and our communities. As much as ESWA has accomplished, there is that much
more, still to be done.
Something quirky no one knew about you.
As a young and desperate man, I sold Encyclopedia Britannica door to door. Or
tried to. It was tough sledding. Now the print books are all on the web, and the
door to door guys are all gone.

Contact Person: Bill Peak, telephone: 410-822-1626, e-mail:
mcpeak@tcﬂ.org
Note: All library programming is free and open to the public.

Talbot Library has a new director
Dana Newman has been named the new director
of the Talbot County Free Library. Newman
replaces Robert T. Horvath, who retired in
October.
Speaking of her commitment to libraries,
Newman said, “My love for libraries began as a
child. The staff at my hometown library was
wonderful; they always told great stories and
could be depended upon to help me ﬁnd just the
https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=946181
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book I wanted. I believe libraries are magical
places, gateways to new worlds. In today’s world, a modern, welcoming, up-todate library is essential to the health and prosperity of any community … and
that’s just the kind of library we’re going to give the people of Talbot County.”

EASTON LIBRARY PROGRAMS
Library Book Discussion: The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah
Monday, May 16, 6:30 p.m.
Essential Perennials for Terraces, Patios, and Small
Spaces
Thursday, May 26, 6:30 p.m. Author and U.K.-trained
horticulturalist, Ruth Rogers Clausen, shares plans and
ideas, as well as some of the best, easy herbaceous
perennials for large planters, containers, hanging baskets,
or in-ground plantings.

ST. MICHAELS LIBRARY PROGRAMS
Book Arts for Adults
Monday, May 9, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Explore the fascinating process of creating
a personal journal with beautiful hand-decorated pages.
CECIL COUNTY LIBRARY PROGRAMS
Civil War Legends & Lore of Maryland
Learn about mule skinners, bridge burners,
Confederate sympathizers, Fort Delaware, and
the chronicler of Patty Cannon in this free onehour program at the Chesapeake City Branch
Library on Tuesday, May 10, at 6:30 p.m.

https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=946181
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How to Publish Now Workshop Planned
Learn how to navigate the maze of electronic and Print On Demand publishing
from the ﬁrst-hand experience of Neal P. Gillen.
Neal knows his stuff! He is a long-time Washington attorney, Navy veteran, and
author of 8 novels, 2 memoirs, short stories, and most recently, How to Publish
Now. In his complete and comprehensive workshop, Neal reviews the fastgrowing world of self-publishing. He explains and compares the leading digital
and Print on Demand (POD) publishers. You will get guidance on selecting a
publisher who will do right by you at a fair price. You will learn the real costs
and beneﬁts of their printing packages, particularly certain costly and unproven
marketing packages — some costing upwards of $14,000!
Whether you create novels, poetry, family history, photography, cook books or
other non-ﬁction, there is a publisher for you. Neal will show you how to ﬁnd a
reputable one and get your book on Amazon at minimal cost. The How to
Publish Now Workshop includes:
* How to prepare a manuscript for publication.
* How to publish efﬁciently at minimal cost.
* Review of over 25 digital publishers that specialize in self-published books.
* Review of the costs of editing, proof reading, cover design, and publication.
* How to select a suitable publisher based on services offered for the price.
* Comparison of costs and beneﬁts of available services.
* Alerts on speciﬁc services to avoid.
* Suggestions of publishers who would be appropriate for your book.
* How to market using social media and the Internet.
To top that off, you will receive a free copy of Neal’s book, How to Publish
Now.
This workshop will be held May 21, 2016 from 9:30 to noon at Third Haven
Friends Common Room, 405 S. Washington St., Easton MD 21601. The cost is
$35 for ESWA members, $45 for non-members. Reserve your space today by
https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=946181
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calling Suzanne at 410-820-7115.

*** SAVE THE DATE FOR THIS WRITING SEMINAR ***

Spring Writing Intensive
Saturday, May 21, 2016
The Second Annual Writing Intensive
Organized by Laura Oliver and Lynn Auld Schwartz
Mellon Hall
Saturday, May 21, 2016
9:15 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Tuition: $175
Link to: http://www.sjc.edu/programs-and-events/annapolis/communityprograms/continui
ng-education/spring-writing-intensive/
In this one-day writing intensive, participants will have the opportunity to join
other writers for a day devoted to writing instruction, discovery, and inspiration.
Working under the guidance of award-winning authors, attendees may select
four workshops from seven choices. By choosing from a menu of craft options
that will include memoir, ﬁction, nonﬁction, and publishing advice, participants
will select the subjects that address their most challenging writing issues and
will leave armed with new skills, understanding, and motivation. All levels are
welcome.
These concentrated writing workshops are complemented by an extraordinary
setting—the idyllic campus of St. John’s College and charming, historic
Annapolis. Come for the day or spend the weekend.

https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=946181
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The impact of Bay to Ocean on a writer
(I received several reviews from the students who attended the writer’s
conference in March. I thought I would print them as I get to them, so they can
have your full attention, so this is one of them. The others will follow next
month. Interesting is their perspective of going to a ﬁrst conference on writing.
Always good to see things through the eyes of our youth.—Bonnie Feldstein,
editor)

The following is an excerpt from comments by Chesapeake College
student Rebecca Dey:
In my fourth semester at Chesapeake (this is attempt two at college) and
working through only my second general education English class, it was an
honor to be chosen out of hundreds of others of my peers for the opportunity.
Then again, my time so far at Chesapeake has been ﬁlled with surprises, most
of which involve what it feels like to be seen as someone with valid potential in
their chosen ﬁeld and to be given amazing chances to foster that potential into
true skill.
The best part about the whole day, however, was the audiences. In every room
the crowds around me were energetic, witty, and excited; it was a charged
atmosphere of willing aspirants and gentle experts eager to come out of their
shells and share ideas, lessons, and most of all hope. That was what I loved
the most, even beyond the speakers and their humble, inspiring words – the
hope I saw on the faces of the other people around me. It was uplifting,
watching people sitting clutching their notebooks wondering to themselves “Am
I a writer?” perk when the panelists’ assured them “You are.” Validation was the
biggest souvenir I think many people took away from the conference, and that, I
think, speaks volumes about the conference and its impact on the region’s
community.

https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=946181
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Hal's Radio Days
Last Friday morning of the month at 9 a.m. on WSDL
90.7
Streaming at: www.delmarvapublicradio.net
On the May edition of Delmarva Today: Writer’s Edition
we’ll discuss the role of slaves in the Civil War with a
particular emphasis on those from the Eastern Shore who
participated. My guests will be genealogist Teresa Neild on the Board of
Directors of the Dorchester County Historical Society and retired Salisbury
University history professor, Dr. Clara Small. Delmarva Public Radio News
Director Don Rush will participate as well. We’ll discuss the role the slaves
played in the war and why many of them from the Eastern Shore returned after
the ﬁghting.
WSDL Radio 90.7
Streaming at Delmarva Public Radio
***Connect with Hal and his works on his website:
www.haroldowilson.com and connect with his monthly radio show
Delmarva Today: Writer’s Edition at: www.delmarvapublicradio.net. On
channel WSCL 90.7. The Radio Theatre is on WSCL 89.5
Outside the Delmarva Public Radio WSCL 89.5 listening area, you can hear the
program streaming on the station’s website at www.delmarvapublicradio.net. In
addition, the program will be podcast and available on the same website soon
following the broadcast. A link to the podcast will be placed on my website
www.haroldowilson.com and will go live following the broadcast. In addition to
the drama, each program includes a short interview with the author. This is old
time radio drama. You don’t want to miss it.
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History in the making
Our mystery for this issue concerns the year 1990. Where were you? I was
living in Indianapolis at the time, still thinking that the Eastern Shore meant the
Atlantic coastline.
However, the Eastern Shore Writers Association was celebrating its ﬁfth year in
1990. It was a “growing organization” with a membership somewhere between
ﬁfty-four (the count given in the 1986 membership list) and 130 (the 1992 count
given in a Baltimore Sun article).
They had a good year. A busy year. My probing shows meetings in Salisbury
(at least two), Cambridge and Easton (at least one each), and a holiday
meeting at the “Piersant home.” One meeting featured a speaker, Charles
Camp, who presented information on regional grants for writers and artists.
Another speaker was Gwen Freeman.
They also held the second annual Writers’ Conference on March 30-31,
1990. According to an article in the Salisbury News and Advertiser, the faculty
included C. Michael Curtis, John Williams, Joyce Kornblatt, and Ann Knox.
But here’s what I’d really like to know. Who was president?
My research shows that Dot Kenney was vice president. It shows, too, that
Nan (Gianni DeVincentis) Hayes was president the year before, and Elaine
Wallingford was president in 1991. I’ve spoken to both Nan and Elaine, and
they’re unsure.
I’m hoping that one of you reading this might have been a member back then.
I’m hoping that there are some old membership lists or newsletters from 1990
that give more details. The “mystery” might simply be that there was a change
made during this period from ofﬁcers serving a calendar year to a ﬁscal year.
Perhaps you can help “make history” and solve our mystery. If you can, let me
know: susan@wordsworthverse.com.
Or 410-886-2790.
https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=946181
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—Susan Jones

Goodbye to a dear and special friend
With deep sadness, we acknowledge the passing of longtime ESWA member
and friend, Jeanne Pinault, of Cambridge, MD, who died in March after a
brief illness.
Jeanne served on the committee of the Bay to Ocean Writers Conference
for most of its 19 years. She was also copy editor for most issues of
the Delmarva Review.
Many ESWA members engaged Jeanne as copy editor/proofreader for
their manuscripts. She delighted in helping writers develop and polish their
work and see it through to publication.
Jeanne worked for more than ﬁfty years as a freelance editor for
numerous publishing houses and periodical publications. She loved words and
was passionate about books and all aspects of writing.
Her generous contributions of time and energy for ESWA, BTO, and
the Delmarva Review were always extremely appreciated. Jeanne will be
greatly missed by all who knew her.
—Diane Marquette

My Turn
I would like to take a moment to say how much we will
miss Jeanne Pinault. If any of you remember last years’
newsletter, I asked Jeanne to write each month on her
very educated topic of editing. She never disappointed
https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=946181

13/15

5/12/2016

Campaign Overview | MailChimp

with advice to us writers that was timely and extremely
witty. I adored her and working with her was nothing but pleasure. I am sure
many of you are shaking your heads in agreement. She could be a stickler, but
we all need to have those folks in our lives, and especially we writer types. You
will be deeply missed, dear Jeanne.
It is, also springtime. This is the busy time for us. Gardens to till and vegetables
and plants to place gently and lovingly in the ground in anticipation of bounty
and beauty. The smells of spring are like no other. They beckon us to warmer
days with the sweet smell of earth waking up from a long nap. The blossoms
are heaven sent and while they don’t last long, they will linger in our minds.
Yes, spring is here and robins chirp and waterfowl abound. Get outside and
walk, garden, and while you are doing so, talk to yourself. I do all the time. It’s
the best time for creating a new story to be written later on in the year. Enjoy
and indulge.
See you next month!
—Bonnie Feldstein, Editor, ESWA online news
For comments write me at: eswaeditor@gmail.com
Thanks for joining me each month and be sure to continue the conversation
and write to me.

Copies of I Vaguely Recall: A short, incomplete history of the Eastern
Shore Writers Association, by ESWA Vice President, Susan Jones are
now available for a $5 donation. Contact Susan Jones
at Susan@wordsworthverse.com to get your copy. Copies will also be
available at the Regional Writer Connections meetings.

Are you an ESWA member? Please consider joining the
Eastern Shore Writers Association if you are not currently a
member. Annual membership is just $35. Members received the
ESWA membership directory, discounted prices on some events,
https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=946181
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invitations to member-only events, a free copy of the Delmarva Review and the
opportunity to support the literary arts on the Eastern Shore. Find out more and
register online at the ESWA website.
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